Living the “Good” Life—Levels of Morality in

Children and Adults
January 15—OBEDIENCE

“0b, 1 love my master.
I am unbappy when my master is not bere.
I am bappy when my master is bere . . ."

Moral basis of Kohlberg 1: Obedience vs. punishment

Develop: Trust from consistent reward and punishment

ISTAGE 1: GOD IS LIKE MOMMY AND DADDY T bewd (T

proximate age range: From two 10 Six years. ¢ ' ‘\/‘4 Vr
develop a basic sense of trust. They rely on those who provide care, love, and nurure
identity God as a caring. loving parent who protects and nuriures.

actons which atiect this expression implications for leaders:
faith
1. Remember random segments of stories
2 Cannot aways distinguish fact trom fan-
tasy
Lack abstract resomng skills.

Tell simple, single-focus stories.
Listen carefully 10 detect ponts of confu-
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sion. .
.Don't teach abgtract deas that will be mis-
understood and will need to be uniearned
later. ¢

Know ang! respect their abilites and imits.
Don't take advantage of their trust Dy
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. Are fragile and have $mits.
5. Trus! adults, usually.
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: overteaghing .
. Viea God as a friend to be talked 1o Seek unities dor spontaneous free
» prayer 1o Goa . Pocple mpn! view Issac’s trust
7. Learn best through actions of others (more 7. Exemplity God'.s love and acceplance, n K father ,.;.., man any

so than words). . sense of danger.
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Levels of Morality in Children and Adults

Moral Jean Piaget Eric Lawrence James Sunday Why
Phase Erikson Kohlberg Fowler School Morality?
Droege
OBEDIENCE | 1. Preconventional | 1. Trustvs. | 1. 0.Safe and God is Security
ME Physical needs | Mistrust Obedience | secure vs. like
and neglect and Mommy
Sensorimotor punishment | abuse and
self 0-7 years Daddy
2-6+ years
FAIRNESS 1. Preconventional | 2. 2. Self- 1. Impulse Godis a Not unhappy
ME External Autonomy | interest, control person. Get happy
rewards Vs. Shame | Paying for | 3-7+ years
and Doubt | a benefit
Sensorimotor
concrete 0-7 years. 2. Justice and | What’s
Reciprocity fair is fair.
Symbolize 7-12 years
actions 7-11 years.
NORMS 2. Conventional 3. 3.Interpers | 3. Conformity | I believe | Social order
us Correct role Initiative onal norms, | to custom what the Success of
vs. Guilt One of the church species
Symbolize ‘good’ believes.
norms 11+ years. | 4. Industry | people 12-18+ years
VS.
Inferiority
PERSONAL | 2. Conventional 5. Identity | 4. 4.Angst/Strug | As | seeit, | Grow
BELIEF Social Order vs. Role Authority, | gle God is... | relationships
us confusion | law and Responsibility
order for own belief
18-40+ years
DIALOGUE | 3. Post- 6. 5. Social 5. Mid-life More than | Creativity
THE GOOD | Conventional Intimacy contract crisis just words | Care for
Shared VS. (20%) Paradox and weak
standards Isolation Transcendenc
e behind
symbols
40+ if ever
UNIVERSAL | 3. Post- 7.Generativ | 6. 6. Universal I have a Natural
PRINCIPLES | conventional ity vs. Universal unity dream. world
THE GOOD Ideals, rights, Stagnation | ethical Spiritual
duties principles | Late life, Rare world
(6%) Share awe

[see other side]




SEPARATE DOMAINS OF MORALITY:

Turiel and others in the last 20 years have divided morality into 3 “domains”: Personal,
Interpersonal, and Societal. They have validated that in many cultures the youth think of
morality in these separate domains and have a different morality in each of these domains.
Personal morality is seen as an individual choice with no outside requirements. Interpersonal
morality and Societal morality may have different rules. Is it OK for you / your friends / society
to use a cell phone while driving?

AGES OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT (FOWLER) MAY BE LATER IN MODERN
SOCIETY
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