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Message from Pastor

A Culture of Welcome

One of the comments | hear most often from
our guests in worship is “What a friendly congre-
gation you have here!” Lei greetings, helpful
ushers, outgoing greeters, and friendly members
help visitors to feel comfortable in unfamiliar
surroundings. My family has certainly experienced
a wonderful welcome since our arrival, and it is
wonderful to see that same spirit shared with our
guests. The culture of welcome here at LCH is one
of the key items that came up in our recent Ohana
meetings. When asked “What is God up to at
LCH?” many of you answered, “Helping us to be
congregation that welcomes everyone.” A visible
expression of our welcome is Lutheran Church of
Honolulu's commitment as a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. We are one of a few congregations
on the Oahu who have made a firm and public
statement welcoming gay, leshian, and
transgendered persons into the full and grace-filled
ministry of our church. While many congregations
are willing to share a pew or minister to LGBT
folks, it is rare to find a community of faith willing
challenge its own bigotry, assumptions, and even
its parent church in order to extend the welcome
Christ extends to all folks. I have watched strang-
ers, long-lost members, tourists and neighbors
walk timidly into our imposing nave and leave at
the end of the service with a huge smile. As Pastor,
I am humbled and delighted to be a part of this.

Of course, our congregation is not of one
mind or heart. Not everyone is welcoming, and
sometimes we simply fail at sharing God’s Aloha
with our visitors, our community, and even our
own members. Most of us can share stories about
how we have been betrayed, hurt, or disappointed

by the church. | suspect that in our most honest

moments, we could identify many times when we
ourselves have betrayed, hurt, or disappointed our
brothers and sisters in Christ. WWe sometimes fail to
love one another as Christ commanded. Some-
times we drive people away with our stubbornness
and pride or ignore those deeply in need of the
Word of grace and a welcoming smile. In those

times we lean on the prayer we pray each
week: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.” And then we bend our
forgiven selves back to the task of sharing
Christ’s welcome.

Part of that task is continuously develop-
ing the culture of welcome at LCH. Dr. Pat
Kiefert, faculty at
Luther Seminary has
been studying
matters related to
congregational
hospitality for years
and has many
suggestions to help
congregation be
more hospitable. In
one of his lectures he a
reminded us that being “friendly” and practic-
ing “hospitality” are not the same thing.
Congregational members are often
“friendly,”...with each other. They even
institute programs and classes to help visitors
understand “how things work here.” Hospitality
goes much further by removing barriers that
keep the stranger a stranger. True hospitality
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Foodland/Western Union
“GIVE ALOHA”
program starts 9/1/07

Make a donation (up to $249.00 per person)
to LCH at any Foodland or Sack N Save
checkout between September 1-30, 2007, using
our organization’s code below, and Foodland
and the Western Union Foundation will match
donations up to a total of $285,000 for all
organizations combined.

Our Organization Code is 78224




does not seek to acculturate the stranger to “be like us.” Authentic hospi-
tality helps the stranger to “truly be themselves in Christ.” That means gay
people get to be gay—even in church! Children get to be children—even
in church. You get to be you, warts and all—even in church. Not only
that, we will love you for it.

Like every congregation, our journey into a culture of Christ-like
welcome is not complete. We have a firm foundation in the welcome with
which Christ welcomes us. In the power of the Holy spirit may be con-
tinue to share God’s Aloha as God’s missionaries to the world.

Pastor Jeff

ﬁ‘".
: Treasurer’s Report
Roy Helms

There is good news as the books closed in July. Giving reached
$124,028 for the year, or 87% of the $142,289 that the congregation
budgeted. We are closing the gap! Also in July, nearly $1,000 was contrib-
uted toward the Capital Campaign.

EMPTINESS FILLED
By Peggy Anderson

To empty shelves...“littles”;
Fill the spaces.
To an empty stomach,

They fill the need.

To an empty soul,

They fill the spirit.
To empty hearts,
They give hope.

One Friday, | arrived at the Angel Network; the shelves were lacking
the usual abundance of tuna, Vienna sausage, Spam, and canned fruits—
even Pork and Beans was slim. But, hooray, the delivery from LCH
arrived.

After stocking the shelves with our donations, | saw the little spaces
narrow, and | began to feel God’s spirit. The meat shelf began to “stock
up.” Now someone ‘s hunger would be filled.

The miracle continued when the empty souls arrived. They were
grateful, and they left with souls filled with compassion.

The empty hearts — filled like a sponge with caring, and the hope that
the emptiness “in our community” would be filled with LOVE.

Please remember to bring your donations for the Angel Network on
the first Sunday of every month (September 2, October 14, November 4,
and December 2).

Learn to Crochet

Several members of the congregation have
asked to learn or re-learn basic crochet. Instruc-
tion will be available at the In Stitches group
which meets every second and fourth Saturday of
the month in the Board Room from 9:00 to
11:00 am. We have the hooks and yarn; all you
need to bring is the willingness to learn.

We will continue to work on church projects
and our own projects at these meetings. Come
and join us. The next few meetings are as
follows: September 8 and 22 and October 13
and 27.

For more information or encouragement,
contact Linda Miller through the Church Office
(941-2566).

Process and Its Precursors
Saturday, September 8 at 9:30 am
Sunday, September 9 at 12 noon
Isenberg Hall, LCH

Monthly presentations on various topics
from the perspective of Process philosophy/
theology will resume in September. Fritz
Fritschel will discuss the theological, scientific,
and philosophical strains of thought that came
together in the early 20" century to shape the
Process perspective. Sunday’s presentation will
follow the 10:30 am. LCH service, and a light
lunch will be provided.

Lunch Bunch

The next Lunch Bunch is on Sunday,
September 9. Everyone will meet in the LCH
courtyard at 12:00 noon then decide where to
go. Please join us!

For more information, contact Stephanie
Miller through the Church Office (941-2566).
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| HAVE HAD SINGING

Sunday, September 9, 2007
4:00 pm at Lutheran Church of Honolulu

The Lutheran Church of Honolulu and Hawai‘i Vocal Arts Ensemble
will present a concert in memory of Carol Arnold featuring music of Bach,
Mozart, and Brahms.

The program will include J. S. Bach “Cantata 106: Gottes Zeit ist die
Allerbeste Zeit,” Mozart “Litaniae Lauretanae, K.195,” and Brahms
“Nadnie.” Soloists include Georgine Stark, soprano, Carl Crosier, alto,
Douglas Hall, tenor, and Timothy Carney, baritone in the Bach; and
Rosanna Perch, Chandra Peters, Stephanie Shade, soprano, Susan Purnell,
alto, Wayne R. ‘Doc’ Wilson, tenor, and Nicholas Walters, bass in the
Mozart. Conductors will be Timothy Carney and Carl Crosier, Katherine
Crosier, organ, and Eric Schank, piano.

Tickets are $20 general admission;
$15 senior and military; $5 students.

Call the LCH church office at 941-2566 to reserve ticket(s).

A Bach Pilgrimage

Come along with Carl and Kathy Crosier as they share photos, music
and memories of their recent trip to Germany and Switzerland on Friday,
September 14, at 6:30 pm. They attended the ten-day Leipzig Bach
Festival in June, which held concerts in St. Thomas and St. Nikolai
Churches, where Bach worked as a church musician for 27 years. The
evening will include a 30-minute audio slideshow, guaranteed not to put
anyone to sleep! Bring a potluck dish to share.

Calling all writers and friends of Writers’

Workshop!

Writers' Workshop will meet on Monday, September 17, from 7:00 to
8:30 pm in the Board Room at LCH.

The meetings for the Fall 2007 season is as follows: October 15,
November 12, December 10, and to kick off the new year, January 7.

For more information, please contact Kathryn Klingebiel through the
Church Office (941-2566).

Game Night
Game Night is at Stephanie Miller’s home, the fourth Saturdays of
every month, starting at 6:30 pm. The next Game Night is on Saturday,
September 22. It’s a potluck, so bring a dish of your choice, and a game!
For directions to Stephanie’s home or for more information, call the
Church Office (941-2566).

Food For Thought
The next Food For Thought will be at Irmgard H6rmann’s on Satur-
day, September 22 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome to this video/pot luck

social get-together. For information, contact Linda Miller through the
Church Office (941-2566).

Jordan M. at Camp WAPO

Mahalo for Participating in

the Ohana Gatherings

The Mutual Ministry Team extends their
deepest appreciation for the large number of
LCH members and friends who took part in the
Ohana Gatherings during May through July.
About 100 members and friends attended one
or more sessions.

Our generous hosts included Stephen and
Selena Schmidt, Carol Langner and Fritz
Fritschel, Jeanette Hanson, Mary Fastenau and
Jeanne Castello, April Smith and Carolyn
Koehler, Peter and Jan Flachsbart, Jimmy and
Olivia Castro, Peggy Anderson, Peter Lee and
Michael Formby, and Pastor Jeff and Jean Lilley.
They opened their hearts to make all of us
welcome and comfortable, whether at home or
at the church. For the kupuna of our congrega-
tion, Brian Weiss hosted a special event at the
Waioli Tea Room. You shared your thoughts
and ideas about “What is God Up To at LCH?”
Members of Mutual Ministry Team and other
volunteers captured the notes from each
session.

So now what? The notes are being collated
and key themes identified by the Mutual
Ministry Team. These findings will be shared
with the congregation and with Jim Niermann
of the Ministry Planning Task Force. Besides
these recent Ohana Gatherings, you have
participated in many previous events to identify
opportunities to move LCH into a new phase of
ministry to the community we serve. Together,
all of these findings will be synthesized into our
Ministry Plan that will take us into our future at

o serve.

LCH to which Pastor Jeff Lilley has been ca;;}t;

Page 3



Free Hugs from Colin B. at Camp WAPO

It's a Boy!

Congratulations to Sean and Charlotte
D’Evelyn on the birth of their son, who was born
on August 15, 2007. He was 8 Ibs. 15 ozs. Two
photos of the proud parents and baby are posted
in the Courtyard at LCH.

The Rite of Baptism

Baptized on Sunday, August 26,2007, was
baby Sueda, who was born on March 29, 2007,
in Honolulu, to Kelly and Alexandra Sueda. She
is the granddaughter of Stephen and Linda
Miller and the niece of Stephanie Miller.

A thank you from Irmgard

It was a truly joyous celebration! My nieces
and nephews and their offspring, my relatives
from distant shores, my childhood friends, my
LCH family, and five beloved pastors filled The
Hormann Courtyard with music, storytelling,
teasing and laughter.

All of you by your presence, relieved me of
the stress of turning “90.” You turned this
milestone birthday into a memorable, joyous
celebration.

Thank you for your kindness, for our
generosity, and for your endless love.

Irmgowd

More on the Scarves

We received the following thank you for the rainbow scarves we made
for the national assembly. We were able to send 10 scarves from LCH.

From Jerry Vagts, LC/NA Grassroots Coordinator:

Words cannot express our thanks and appreciation to all who partici-
pated in the Rainbow Scarves Project. It began as a simple idea and grew
into a wonderful joining of hands, hearts and stories to share a message of
love and support to LGBT Lutherans and their Church. Thank you for
making it happen.

We had hoped for 500 and then knitters and crocheters all over the
country went to work and we had close to 2,000 scarves to share. They
were worn by the volunteers of Goodsoil. It allowed people to know they
had a story to share. As the week progressed, more and more people asked
to wear them. People on the street would stop and ask what they were for
and almost always were wonderfully supportive.

People wearing them kept coming up to me to share a story of the
scarf they had randomly chosen and a connection with the person or
congregation who made it. A pastor had recently buried a congregational
member...one who had been especially supportive of her and her partner.
After wearing a scarf for a day, her partner noticed a tag on the scarf...it
had been made by the departed parishioner’s mother’s conservative, rural,
home congregation. We will never know the distance or impact the scarves
have reached. All of you made that happen.

We brought 18 home with us; all that were left. Everyone needed just
one more to share with a loved one, a pastor, a gay child, a parent, a friend.
Who knows how long the stories will continue. And you made it happen.
You, the members in the pew, willing to devote time and attention for the
creation of beauty to represent the love we know the Lutheran Church has
for all people.

The Holy Spirit was with you as you worked one stitch at a time and it
was there with us in Chicago laying lightly on our shoulders as we wit-
nessed to others, Jesus’ love for all.

What's New on the LCH Website?
Bill Potter, Webmaster i

In last month’s Heart Beat, | wrote about the
new LCH Table Talk discussion forum that was
being added to our website. The forum “went
live” on August 12, and we have already at-
tracted some members. | encourage you to
register as a member and get involved in the
discussions.

If you saw the latest issue of The Lutheran, you may have read the
feature article on “Lutheran laryngitis.” The writer asserts that we
Lutherans are reluctant to talk about our faith with others because we don't
have much experience doing it—even in the supportive environment of
our congregations. But the magazine does more than identify the problem.
There are several “sidebars,” including a list of ten simple (but not easy)
ways to practice faith sharing. If you don't have your copy of The Lutheran,
you can find the article, along with the suggested cures, online at
<www.thelutheran.org>.
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Crescent C. with painted face at Camp WAPO

LCH Table Talk gives us several opportunities
to start “talking” about our faith in the safety of
our LCH ‘ohana. Let me highlight two:

» The first is Pastor Jeff’s weekly devotional.
Each week, Pastor Jeff will post a brief
devotional writing, observation, or scripture,
and each of us is welcomed to log on and
read. But we are also invited to go further by
posting our reactions to Jeff’s thoughts or
sharing our own writing for others to read.

» Second, we have a forum called “Sermon
Talk” where we can all respond to the
sermons preached. This gives us all a chance
to carry on the conversation that begins
during worship.

In addition to these two opportunities for
faith conversation, the forums can also enhance
the fellowship in the groups we have at LCH.
Since LCH Table Talk is in its first weeks, there
aren't any forums for individual groups in the
Committees and Groups section, but it only
takes a couple of minutes to create one for any
group at LCH. All you have to do is ask. You can
use your forum for general discussion related to
your group or use the polls function for planning
or decision-making. If you're part of a group that
wants to carry on your discussion and planning
out of public view, we can even create a private
forum that can only be accessed by your mem-
bers.

How do you get involved in the discussion
forums? Just follow any of the links from our
current web pages, or go directly to
<www.Ichwelcome.org/forum>. Anyone can read
the public forums, but to post your thoughts,
you need to become a registered member.

Once you become a member, you can choose a small graphic “avatar”
to identify yourself visually and add some information about yourself to
your profile. (And there are tools to control how much of your information
others see.) To cut down on junk postings and discourage outsiders from
publicizing their own sites on ours, new members cannot include outside
links in their messages until they have posted five times. As part of the
registration process, you will need to enter some letters and numbers shown
on the registration screen. This is to keep out “spammers,” so the letters are
a bit distorted. If you have trouble with your registration, just email me,
and | will help you get registered.

LCH Table Talk is another tool for building and enhancing our sense of
community at LCH, so | encourage you to get involved. Please feel free to
call or email any questions or comments, or talk to me at church.

Help be a Welcoming Congregation!
Here are some helpful hints for sharing a spirit of welcome to our
guests:

1. Wear a nametag and introduce yourself to them. If you are unsure if
you have met the person before, simply ask, “Have we met?” as an ice-
breaker

2. Leave the visitor parking spots in the church lot open for visitors. Our
guests may not know about the Poki Lot and leave disappointed
because they could not easily identify parking. There are several spots
on the makai end of the lot reserved for visitors.

3. Move over. Visitors are more comfortable near the aisle. Welcome
them into the pew by sliding over and offering them a seat.

4. Greet guests and let them know you are there to help.

5. Assist guests with the liturgy books and hymnal. If folks seem con-
fused, hand them your hymnal opened to the correct page.

6. After service is over, greet your pew-mates again, and introduce them
to another member and to the Pastor. Lead them into the courtyard
and offer refreshments.

7. Let them know about our information board near the entrance ramp
and invite them to join us for worship and education next Sunday!

i o e _
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Seth L. taking a break after face-painting at Camp WAPO
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“Aloha Jam”

Join Pastor Jeff for an evening of
music and pupus, three Mondays in
September. Bring your instruments to
the courtyard at 7:00 pm and “Let’s
Jam,” talk story, and enjoy one another’s
company. Light pupus and beverages
will be provided. Feel free to join in the
fun, even if you don't play an instru-
ment. If there is enough interest, we
would like to make this a regular
monthly gathering.

The initial gathering will be
Monday, September 10, 17, and 24.
Musicians of all playing ability are
welcome.

WHERE IS...?

Over the past few weeks some of
our members have been busy cleaning
up and cleaning out our campus. ltems
that have not been used for many years
have been donated to other organiza-
tions; damaged and unusable items have
been discarded. Additional storage units
have been purchased that will allow us
to better utilize our limited storage
space. For a few weeks, you may not be
able to locate certain items as they may
have been moved. Please accept our
apology for the inconvenience. We ask
your continued patience until the
project is complete. As a part of the
clean up, we are asking ministry chair-
persons to inventory their storage areas
so that when people ask “Where is...?”
we can refer to a list and assist them to
find needed items.

Mabhalo for your patience.

Keep in

Your

Prayers
Amalie Jackie  Kathy
Donald Jerry Lorie
Dorothy  Joan Paul
Gwen Joe Shane

September 2007

Saturday

September 1

“Give Aloha” program September 1 through 30

Sunday

September 2

Angel Network Ingathering

Holy Communion, 8:00 A.M.

Christian Education, 9:10 A .M.

Choral Eucharist, 10:30 AM.

Social Ministry Committee Meeting, 12 Noon
Pre-Compline Discussion, 8:30 P.M.
Compline, 9:00 P.M.

Monday

September 3

Labor Day - Office Closed
Mutual Ministry/Transition Team Meeting, 6:00 PM.

Thursday

September 6

LCH Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 P.M.

Friday

September 7

Keiki Play Group, 4:00 PM.

Saturday

September 8

In Stitches, 9:00 A.M.
Process and lts Precursors, 9:30 A.M.

Sunday

September 9

Holy Communion, 8:00 A.M.

Christian Education, 9:10 A .M.

Choral Eucharist, 10:30 AM.

Process and Its Precursors, 12 Noon

Lunch Bunch, 12 Noon

Memorial Concert for Carol Arnold, 4:00 P.M.
Pre-Compline Discussion, 8:30 P.M.
Compline, 9:00 P.M.

Monday

September 10

Writers” Workshop, 7:00 P.M.
Aloha Jam with Pastor Jeff, 7:00 PM.

Tuesday

September 11

Worship & Music, 6:30 P.M.

Wednesday

September 12

Finance Committee, 12:30 P.M.

Thursday

September 13

LCH Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 P.M.

Friday

September 14

A Bach Pilgrimage, 6:30 P.M.

Sunday

September 16

Holy Communion, 8:00 A.M.

Christian Education, 9:10 A .M.

Choral Eucharist, 10:30 A.M.

Joint Confirmation—Maluhia, 4:30 P.M.
Pre-Compline Discussion, 8:30 P.M.
Compline, 9:00 P.M.

Monday

September 17

Writers” Workshop, 7:00 P.M.
Aloha Jam with Pastor Jeff, 7:00 PM.

Tuesday

September 18

Heart Beat Deadline, 9:00 A .M.
Executive Committee, 6:00 P.M.
Council Meeting, 6:30 PM.

Thursday

September 20

LCH Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 P.M.

Friday

September 21

IHS Meal—prepared, 1:00 PM.
IHS Meal—served, 5:30 PM.

Saturday

September 22

In Stitches, 9:00 A.M.
Food for Thought, 6:30 P.M.
Game Night, 6:30 P.M.

Sunday

September 23

Holy Communion, 8:00 A.M.
Christian Education, 9:10 A .M.
Choral Eucharist, 10:30 A.M.
Pre-Compline Discussion, 8:30 P.M.
Compline, 9:00 P.M.

Continued on the last page
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OLCH Worship Pawticipanty

September 2 September 9 September 16 September 23 September 30
8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM
LECTOR April Smith Carolyn Koehler Chuck Huxel Peggy Anderson Cindy Scheinert
COMMUNION Laurie Leach Chuck Huxel Ken Bauchle Carolyn Ishikawa Crescent C.
ASSISTANT Peggy Anderson Crescent C. Laurie Leach Stephanie Miller Chuck Huxel
ACOLYTES Sophie C. Colin B. Crescent C. Kyra Ann T. Sophie C.
LAYING OF HANDS TBA
USHER Fred Benco Fred Benco Fred Benco Fred Benco Fred Benco
10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM
LECTOR Don Person Sylvia Hormann-Alper ~ Peggy Brandt Roy Helms Kathryn Klingebiel
DEACON Jim Sullivan Stephen Schmidt Bob Zimmer Jeanne Castello Bob Tellander
SUBDEACON Ray Herradura Kore Schmidt  Sylvia Hormann-Alper ~ Mary Fastenau Jeanne Castello
COMMUNION Jeanette Hanson Karyn C. Randy Christensen Sean D’Evelyn
ASSISTANT
ACOLYTES Karyn C. Jordan M. Seth L. Linde S. Kore S.
Bob Zimmer Kelsey Lloyd Olivia Castro Stephen Schmidt Mary Fastenau
USHERS Chuck Huxel Chuck Huxel Chuck Huxel Chuck Huxel Chuck Huxel
Francisco Barajas ~ Francisco Barajas Francisco Barajas  Francisco Barajas  Francisco Barajas
Don Person Don Person Don Person Don Person Don Person
Nan Wond Nan Wond Nan Wond Nan Wond Nan Wond
ALTAR GUILD Jeanette Hanson

Attendance and Offering for Sunday, July 29, 2007

9:15 am Service
Compline
Total

9:15 am Service
Compline
Total

144 Offering $2,771.75

15 Capital Campaign: $50.00

159 Hormann Courtyard  $3,737.00

Attendance and Offering for Sunday, August 5, 2007

104 Offering $2,866.25

18 Benefit Concerts $60.00

122 Capital Campaign $94.45

Music Fund $530.32

Hormann Courtyard  $6,495.00

Attendance and Offering for Sunday, August 12, 2007

9:15 am Service
Compline
Total

118 Offering $1,489.25
19 Social Ministry $20.00
137 Hormann Courtyard $45.45

Olivia Castro
Mary-Jo Estes
Billie Jean Ries

Attendance and Offering for Sunday,

August 19, 2007

8:00 am Service
10:30 am Service
Compline

Total

Offering

Capital Campaign
Social Ministries
Concert

Hoérmann Courtyard

31
98
29
158

$3,652.70
$125.45
$30.00
$2,380.00
$110.00

Attendance and Offering for
Sunday, August 26, 2007,

not available at the time of publication.
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September 2007 con’t September Birthdays

Monday September 24 Aloha Jam with Pastor Jeff, 7:00 PM.
Wednesday September 26 Heart Beat Mailing, 9:00 A.M. 09/01 Annabelle Beck
Joint Confirmation—Calvary, 6:30 PM. 09/03 Mary Reese
Thursday September 27 LCH Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 P.M. 09/03 Jimmy Castro
Sunday September 30 Holy Communion, 8:00 A.M. 09/03 Kalau Jones
Christian Educgﬁon, 9:10 A M. 09/05 Michael Gorman
g”:-)?o’rggclsi’rzzrg?scluzg?(?négéO P.M. 09/07 Ronald Mizuno
Compline, 9:00 P.M. 09/09 Joseph Zuiker
09/10 Gerda Turner
09/11 Kyra Ann T.
09/11 Emily O.
09/11 Carl Crosier
09/16 David Barber
09/17 Carolyn Ishikawa
09/18 Sacha P
09/21 Jerome Vasconcellos
09/22 Justin J.
09/25 Sharon Von Deylen
09/29 Janelle Hanson
09/29 Colette J.

Non-Profit Org.

Lutheran o
Church poalL

OF HONOLULU Permit No. 462
1730 Punahou Street. Honolulu, HI 96822

Return Service Requested

Deadline for the next
Heart Beat
Tuesday, September 18



